
 

Minutes 
Town of Gorham Conservation Board (GCB) 

11/6/2024 7:00 PM 
 

GCB/Town Attendees:  Brett, Lynn, Brian, Georganna, Darby 
 
  1) Call to Order/Pledge to Flag – 7:00pm 
 
  2) Approval of Minutes 9/4/2024– motion by Brett, 2nd by Lynn - approved 
 
  3) Privilege of the Floor – Brian asked about changing the meeting to an earlier time.  
Councilmembers will concur with Ben to see what works for him 
 
  4) Purpose statements 2005, 2006 –  
 
           Discussed opinions and statements of other Boards.  Preserving farmland  
           primary concerns.   
           Discussed Ontario County’s new Land Use Maps 
           Discussed wetlands maps and watershed map 
           Discussed every Board in town be represented by a Board member and have a 
sign-up sheet for any resident interested in joining a committee or a Board. 
https://nysacc.org/index.php/conservationadvisorycouncils/#:~:text=Article%2012%2DF
%2C%20Section%20239,CACs%20are%20strictly%20advisory%20bodies. 
 
Article 12-F, Section 239-x of the New York State General Municipal Law enables the 
local legislative body of any city, town, or village to establish a Conservation Advisory 
Council (CAC) to advise in the development, management and protection of its natural 
resources.  CACs are strictly advisory bodies. 
 
A local legislative body—common council, town council, village board of trustees—may 
create a CAC in one of the following ways: 
 
A resolution can be drafted pursuant to Section 239-x to establish a CAC; 
A council can be created by ordinance; or 
A council can be created by local law (the process of creating municipal law requires a 
public hearing, thus providing an opportunity to explain the purpose and usefulness of a 
CAC in an official public forum). 
CACs are sanctioned to perform the following activities: 
 
Land research including open space, wetlands and natural resource inventories and 
maps; 
Advising, cooperating, and working with other official and unofficial municipal agencies 
involved in similar activities; 
Publishing informational and educational literature; 
Preparing an annual open space assessment; and, 



Administering special projects designed to promote the intelligent use of local resources 
through education and action. 
Membership 
Section 239–x states that CACs shall consist of not less than three nor more than nine 
members who shall be appointed by the local legislative body and serve at the pleasure 
of such body for a term not exceeding two years, with subsequent reappointment at the 
pleasure of the legislative body.  Up to two additional members may also be appointed 
who are between the ages of sixteen and twenty-one. 
 
It is important for members to realize that the CAC is an advisory body.  The key to an 
effective CAC is establishing good working relationships with the approval authorities.  It 
is advisable to have a council with a wide range of varying backgrounds and viewpoints 
with geographic diversity in the town who are willing to cooperate and work as a unified 
body.  The legislative body appoints the chairperson.  Members must be willing to meet 
once or twice a month on set dates. 
 

  5) Action Plan –  
       Finish a small list of duties  

                            Take a better look at Wetlands map 
                            Councilmembers consider what they want to review, at what 
                                  pace, directed by whom? 
 
  6) Privilege of the Floor –   
 
  7) Next Meeting Date – 12/4/2024 7:00pm (?)  Gorham Town Hall 
 
  8) Motion to Adjourn by Brett, 2nd by Brian, 8:23pm 
 

   
                                                                                                      Respectfully Submitted, 
 
                                                                                            Darby L. Perrotte, Town Clerk 


